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What are the parameter 
tables?

• Tables such as Loan Rules, 
Loan Rule Determiner, 
Patron Blocks, Text of 
Circulation, & Hold Pickup 
Locations

• The backbone to Sierra’s 
logical circulation processes

• Fully customizable to fit 
different situations

• All tables work together to 
checkout items to a patron



Marmot’s Role
• Maintain and support all Sierra parameter tables

 Make changes as requested

 Master knowledge of parameter tables to make 
educated changes and suggestions

 Maintain documentation of tables

• Empower library staff to view parameter tables

 Staff get a better understanding of how the tables 
work

 Staff can send parameter request changes to Marmot 
more efficiently

 Proactive parameter decisions versus reactive



What will you walk away 
with?

• Knowledge of 
parameter tables

• Knowledge of 
relationships between 
parameter tables

• Knowledge to get view 
access to parameter 
tables

• Ability to make better 
decisions about your 
parameters



Loan Rules

• Main parameter used for 
circulation

• Each row represents a new 
rule

• Each column represents the 
elements of the rule

• Each loan rule has many 
elements including;

 Checkout period / Code

 Holdable (Y/N)

 Renewable (Y/N)

 Fines per day/hour

 Text applied for the different 
notices

• View more details by double-
clicking



Loan Rules

TIPS

• Once a loan rule is added it 
should never be deleted

 Loan rules are referenced 
based on their number

 Deleting a rule causes all 
rules below it to shift number

 All references to those 
numbers will be one number 
off

• Name rules with some 
information about the rule 
itself

 Checkout period

 Holdablility

 Fines



Loan Rules

TABLES REFERENCED

• Text of Circulation



Loan Rule Determiner

• Uses a combination of 
location, p-type and i-type to 
assign a loan rule

• Elements of the Loan Rule 
Determiner

 Location (Sierra login)

 Patron Type(s)

 Item Type(s)

 Age Range

 Rule Number (Loan Rule 
Number)

 Active

• Read from the bottom to the 
top

• Broken down by library

• Currently 1009 entries



Loan Rule Determiner

TABLES 
REFERENCED

• Branches (Location codes)

• Locations served

• P-types

• I-types

• Loan Rules



Patron Blocks

• Table of configurable 
“events” that dictate 
when a patron will be 
blocked from checkout

• Elements of Patron 
Blocks

 P-type

 Patron Agency

 Patron Exp Date

 Max Owed

 Highest Level Odue

 Max Items

 Max Holds

 Max Item Categories



Patron Blocks

• Table of configurable 
“events” that dictate 
when a patron will be 
blocked from checkout

• Elements of Patron 
Blocks

 P-type

 Patron Agency

 Patron Exp Date

 Max Owed

 Highest Level Odue

 Max Items

 Max Holds

 Max Item Categories



Patron Blocks

TABLES REFERENCED

• P-types

• Agency

• Item limiter categories 
A,B,C, & D



Text of Circulation

• Text that will appear in notices 
such as;

 Overdues

 Hold Pickups

 Bills

 Courtesy

• Referenced by number in Loan 
Rules

• Cannot delete for the same 
reason as loan rules

• Can be in English and Spanish

• Can by library Specific



Text of Circulation
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Hold Pickup Locations

• Allows grouping of locations 
into one pickup location

• Defines labels for pickup 
locations

• Houses the paging priority 
tables



Hold Pickup Locations

Paging Priority

 Allows you to choose which libraries get paged first for each pickup 
location

 Set as numbers from 0-999

 0 denies paging

 Lower numbers paged first

 If numbers are the same then paging is randomized



Hold Pickup Locations



Questions?


